28 March 2011
Mr. W. Sandberg                                                                                                                     68 Woods Road                                                                                                                 Sefton  NSW 2162
Dear Warrick 
Illawarra Live Steamers will be holding their 17th annual Hot Pot Run during the Queen’s Birthday Weekend on 11,12 and 13th June 2011 at their club grounds, Virginia Street, North Wollongong and a cordial invitation is extended to you and your Company to participate in our premier event on Saturday 11th by having a Trade Stand.

A Trade Stand gives you the opportunity to display and sell your wares, and in particular any items of interest to the model engineering fraternity, such as workshop equipment, materials and anything else you feel would be of interest to people engaging in miniature engineering. It also provides an opportunity for you to distribute catalogues or other promotional material.

We have a ‘no charge policy’ for a Trade Stand and you have the option of providing your own wet weather coverage (tent, display vehicle, etc) or participate by having your Stand located under cover on our Railway Station.  Note: We are in the middle of winter but at ‘sunny’ North Wollongong we have experienced some “heavenly dew” at times during the June long weekend.  

The Hot Pot Run is a unique annual event within the model engineering fraternity where we host members from 75 Australian Association of Live Steamers (AALS) affiliated clubs across Australia and over the last 11 years we have averaged some 450 model train enthusiasts plus 60 locomotives (5inch or 127mm gauge) and a small number of traction engines, etc. over the long weekend. Our busiest day is always the Saturday, hence the invitation to you for this day.  However, should you wish to participate for a longer period or over the entire weekend then we will be pleased to accommodate you.

During the earlier years in hosting our Club’s premier event the members have concentrated on providing visitors with top quality track work, signalling, facilities, etc. and this our second year of having Trade Stands we wish to again invite suppliers from related fields like yourself to participate.   This is also a good opportunity for you to promote your business to an enthusiastic market as well as a wider audience across the country.  Whilst we will do everything in our power to promote your Stand we cannot of course guarantee any level of sales.  The Hot Pot Run is fully funded by our members and in issuing this invitation we again emphasise that we are not charging nor looking for any donation to cover the cost of your Trade Stand nor the running of the event.

Our format for the weekend is informal and relaxed for our members and visitors -  it is closed to the general public -  with the principal activity being to run trains with as much rolling stock as can be mustered in a railway like fashion.  The price of admission is two cans of soup per person for the weekend with the contents being poured into a large pot which is kept hot over the weekend.  Our Club provides, at no charge, foam cups, fresh bread rolls, bottomless tea and coffee plus complimentary morning and afternoon teas served in the “Footplate Grill” area on Saturday and Sunday.

Appended for your information is a copy of the Club’s Letter of Invitation together with a copy of the A5 Flyer which are forwarded to the Secretary’s of the 75 AALS affiliated clubs.

For travel destinations to the Club Grounds kindly log onto http://www.whereis.com.au and enter     2 Virginia Street Wollongong NSW 2500 as the destination. 

Should you require any further information or discussion on having a Trade Stand at our 17th Hot Pot Run then  kindly contact our Hot Pot Run Co-ordinator,  Warwick Aston on home phone 02 9520 8186 or by email: dorwic48@bigpond.com.au
Yours faithfully

Ross Edmondson                    







      Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                           HPR 1911
